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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

I cannot believe we are less than a month away from the conclusion of this school year.  There are many individual student 
successes that have occurred over the past nine months.  Our children have demonstrated excellence and growth in many 
ways. Collectively, our staff and students have made tremendous strides toward the fulfillment of our school-wide mission to 
assure that each child has the necessary academic and social-emotional skills to be successful in life.  This has been 
exemplified in multiple modes this year.  Maybe most importantly, our students fully understand why a Growth Mindset is 
essential to their continued growth.  I encourage you to ask your children about their mindset and when they are fixed as 
opposed to growth in their thinking.  Our work with growth mindset has also included teaching about goal-setting, 
perseverance, empathy, problem solving, relationships, and self-reflection.  

Our students have also made tremendous academic gains from the beginning of the year to this point.  Many of our growth 
scores in Math and ELA on district post-assessments rank among the highest in the district.  Furthermore, our students have 
had tremendous experiences collaborating with one another as they encounter varied and unique learning opportunities.  As 
we approach the conclusion of this school year, I want to again thank you for your dedication, involvement, and support.  Our
entire staff is fortunate to work with you!  

Sincerely, 

Chris Silagi



Social-Emotional Learning Focus
Over the past month our students have been 
learning about empathy.  We have introduced 
this concept to students through a series of 
videos using Mojo from Classdojo.  Our key 
focus areas with students have been:

• Have awareness of issues and problems

• Put yourself in others’ shoes

• Have a growth mindset for others

While empathy is a higher order concept for 
elementary age students to understand, we 
believe that exposing our students to 
instruction on this topic is critical to 
developing them socially and emotionally.  



PTA Sponsored 
Assembly 

Matt Glowacki will be delivering an assembly 
to our student on May 19th.  Matt was born 
without legs and speaks about collaboration, 
overcoming obstacles, optimism, and seeing 
the best in others.  He has overcome his 
disability during his life and found success in 
business, athletics, family life, and 
academics.  Here is a link to Matt’s webpage 
if you’d like more information: 
http://mattglowacki.com/website_alt.html

We are thankful to the PTA for sponsoring 
this event!  

http://mattglowacki.com/website_alt.html


Student STEM Expo and Arbor Day Event 

Whittier students showed off their STEM smarts 
last week.  We had over 25 students participate 
this year.  Thank you to the PTA for their support 
and work in organizing this terrific event!

The City of Wheaton and our 5th Grade students 
collaborated to plant a new tree on Arbor Day! 



Dates and Events 

5/11 – Band, Orchestra, Chorus Concert

5/12 – PTA Amazing Race

5/26 – Adventure Day 

5/31 – Last Day of School

8/21 – Meet the Teacher / Ice Cream Social –
3:30 – 5:00 PM 

Placement Requests
The staff and I are beginning to plan for next year.  
As we develop class lists we consider many factors 
such as a child’s  academic achievement, work 
habits, behavior, leadership abilities, and we 
consider the various needs of students. If you feel 
that you have helpful information that our staff is 
not already aware of, you may share information 
about your child to help in the class list formation 
process.  Please do not request a specific teacher’s 
name.  Information can be emailed to me at 
christopher.silagi@cusd200.org by May 16th. 

mailto:christopher.silagi@cusd200.org

